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Transport Minister Ezer Weizman recently paid
an official visit to the E[ A] installations at
Lod, the first in his capacity as
Minister.

Transport

Mr. Weizman received a general explanation of

the commercial and operational activities of

the company from E] Al President, Mordechaji 1
Ben-Ari, and demonstrated a strong interest in
the future development plans of the comp

any.
He toured many facilities, and

also met many !
people he had been acquainted with in the
air force,
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Here and There...

The following cables passed between two airline offices in Honolulu and
San Francisco:

SFO from HNL PAX BAKER FELL ASLEEP DURING FLIGHT
WITH SHOES REMOVED STP ON ARRIVAL HNL IN ERROR
PUT ON SHOE OF PAX IN NEXT SEAT STP DUE PERFECT
FIT PAX DID NOT REALISE ERROR UNTIL CHECKED IN AT
HOTEL STP PLSE CONTACT PAX WHO WAS TRAVELLING
ON 26E AND ENQUIRE IF HE HOLDING BAKERS SHOE STP
BAKER TRAVELLING IN TWO DAYS WILL CLAIM SHOE THEN
PLSE ADZ IF PAX IN 26 I©' REQUIRES HIS SHOE BEFORE
THEN END.

HNL FROM SFO SEAT 26E WAS UNOCCUPIED ON FLT STP
ALL PAX HAD MATCHING SHOES ON ARRIVAI HERE STP
ASSUME MR BAKER STARTED TRIP WITH NON MATCHING
SHOES OR VISITED PLACE IN HNL AND THERE SHOES
SWITCHED STP POSITION NOT NEGATIVE PAX ABLE TO
GO BARE FOOT IN HNL END
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AIRLINE PASSENGERS WALK TO ISRAEL

Lditor's note:

This story, which we took from the
JTewish Herald, Providence, R. I,
appeared tn scores of mnewspapers
around the U.S.A. On our new 747’s,
there should be plenty of space for

exercise.

[Tost airline passengers prefer the
comfort of their seats during flight.
But El Al Israel Airlines passengers
have a strange habit in common —

walking in air.

Reports of passengers talking, walk-
ing, praying or looking around as
though they were at home have
been  confirmed by a company
spokesman, “I think it's a Jewish
discase,” he said. “For them it's
a form of in-flight entertainment.”
Archie Smith, a Providence lawyer,
vitnessed this phenomenon on a

flight to Israel last year and he

joined 1in.

When the

plane with a group of friends, Mr.

Smiths  boarded their

Smith  found himself sitting next
to a priest. They had been in the

air only a few minutes when he

25

noticed the priest “with his eyes

popping out.”

“What is this?” the amazed priest
asked. A commotion Mr. Smith com-
pared with that in Union Station
had started. People were up and
about and seemed determined to
walk their way to the Promised
Land.

As the plane approached Paris, a
Rabbi told Mr. Smith that they
would daven (pray) at the Paris air-
port. In keeping with the situation on
board, they changed their minds.
Why not daven in the back of the
plane?

The Rabbi led Mr. Smith and 25
or 30 other men to the back where
they proceeded to pray. Suddenly
the plane scemed to hit a turbulent
arca and the pilot asked them to

sit down.

“These people were davening,” Mr.
Smith said. “They didn’t pay any
attention to the pilot. Who was he
anyway "’

The plane rocked hack and forth

and some suspected the pilot was

doing it on purpose to make them
sit down. Mr. Smith decided to
finish his prayers at his seat. Con-
cluding, he noticed the priest read-
ing his missal and commented, “I
guess we've gone about as we far as
ccumenism can go.” '

Even meals cannot tempt the
meandering passengers to their seats,
nor can the sign “Fasten your seat
belt.” Jewish passengers know this
is a Jewish airline — their airline.
“The plane IS home for them,”
Mr. Smith thinks. “They don’t have
to put on a show anymore.” For
centuries Jews have felt the same
way, he is sure. In the company of
outsiders they have to make the best
impression. “On our own we can

relax,” he says.




ANPOWER DIVISION

‘ithin the framework of the re-
ntly re-organised Manpower Di-
sion, several significant changes
we taken place.

r. Itzhak Shander has been ap-
inted Director of Personnel Di-
sion and Mr. Eliyahu Ben-Is-
€l Personnel Manager in place
" Mr. Shlomo Murad who has
en assigned to a new post in
& .S,

he primary functions of the
ersonnel Department are divided
to three main categories:
round Personnel Department —
anager, Mr, Reuveni Yechieli.
his department is responsible for
1 matters pertaining to both cle-
cal and technical staff.

verseas Personnel and TVelfare
‘epartinent — Manager, Mr. Itz-
ak Eiges.

his department’s function is the
andling of all matters relating to
arsonnel at stations abroad. This
epartment is also responsible for
I services for personnel within
1le company.

‘ir  Personnel Departiment —
Manager soon to be appointed).
'he duties of this department
re to attend and deal with all
iatters specifically pertaining to
ircrew personnel.

'he new reorganisation of Per-
»nnel Division will permit the
seedy and effective application
y all matters relating to each
mployee, their well being and so-
ition of their individual prob-
ms.

'Plane Talk

A big improvement in passenger information has been made by supplying
up-to-date arrival and departure information to Tel Aviv, Haifa and Jeru-
salem branches. A bulletin is put out every hour, between 0080—2400 hours,
via Dispatch and Telex.

*

A new building, to house the bosses of line maintenance, has been built next
to El Al Hangar No. 2. Beforehand the poor bosses were sitting all over
the place. Now they have a steady roof over their heads during the season

of winds and rain.
*

A new entrance road to El Al Head Office is being built. This short road,
which will enter EI Al territory near the canteen, will bypass the customs
building. This is a weak point on the old road, which is often clogged up
by traffic and hinders free entrance to El Al The new road will be a

two-lane one, and will be about 10 meters wide.

*

The Head Office complex will also be getting a new Fire Department, to
be built near Hangar I. The Department will have a parking lot for fire

engines and ambulances, and a maintenance workshop for this equipment.
*

Not all our pilots just fly. For instance, First Officer Joseph Opher writes
books — and they’re published. Soon his second book, “Zohar Haagamon”,
will be coming out. Tts a novel about a pilot, and we look forward to

reading it.
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monetta” by Bottecelli; the same
Simonetta who served as a model
for the painting of “Birth of Ve-
nus”. Behind the Pitti gallery you
find the gardens of Boboli, famous
for theatrical shows in the month
of May. Like every Italian town,
Firenze has its festivals in May,
with the help of the Scala de Mi-
lano, symphony concerts, theatre and
so on.

All this is a drop, a small drop,
in the sea of art displayed in Firen-
ze. The intention is only to draw
your attention to what is there, and
leave you to study for yourself this
town of art,

Now for some prices: hotels, pen-
sions and inns range from $2—
$5 per day, including breakfast and
taxes. And there are, of course,
youth hostels, where you can stay
for $1 per day, Age limit, 120 years.
Jne of the hostels is a palace on a
nill, surrounded by a big park. This
1s where Mussolini kept his mistress
Rachel. Today, however, even hus-
bands are separated from wives for
the night.

Yaacov David

DRY BAY PANELS

Since the last modification which
we described in El Alon 23, our
sheetmetal-workers have been busy
on a new modification, smaller but
just as important. It will be done
on all 707’s except ATT, ATX and
ATY. New skin is being placed on
the wing dry bay panels, which are
situated at the bottom of the wings
near the inboard engines, plus the
dragstruts which are part of the
construction to which the engines
are connected.

Jecause these panels vary in thick-
ness, they were previously made out
of a number of pieces of metal.
This sometimes resulted in cracks.
The new skin, however, is made
out of one piece of metal, with all
the variations of thickness and im-
provements already milled in. The
modification on the dragstruts is
being done to prevent wear prob-
lems on the bushings to which the
engines are connected, foreman on
the job, Mr. Yehiel Alterasko, told
the El Alon. Previously it had been
difficult to change these bushings,
but the new type will be easier to
change, saving a lot of aircraft
ground time.

The work is being done during a
major overhaul, and will be finish-
ed in about 1400 manhours. The
cost of the two modifications are
approximately $10,000 for the dry
bay panels, while the kit for the
dragstruts cost about $2,000.

After finding out the above rather
dry facts the EI Alon went down
to the line to look at work in pro-
gress. Large men were cramped up
in the of the
aircraft, so we could not speak to

small fuel tanks

them. The hangar was noisy, and
difficult

heard. During a short lull, somebody

it was making oneself
told us that the workers in the
tanks, who are busy sealing, have
a very bad time. Especially with
the unusual heatwave we had at the

beginning of last month.

Another reason why it is harq .
work in the tank is that one has
to operate in a very awkward posi-
tion because of lack of space. Some-
times this makes it mneccessary to
work almost upside-down. But our
young mechanics remain cheerful.

Jody Sluyter



day. The importance of the build-
g is realised by its bronze doors,
ade by Lorenzo Ghiberti, One door
presents stories from the new
stament, on 28 panels. The op-
site door panels represent scenes
om the old testament. This work
ade such an impression that when
was received the commission de-
ared that it could be put at the
itrance to paradise.

The campanile is a square tower,
hich in the middle ages was used
v warning of fires. In this period,
henever people built something
seful, they thought that at the
une time it might as well be
qautiful, and so on the campanile
tere are all kinds of beautiful bas-
sliefs, mainly done by Lucca de la
obbin.

The duomo (or dome) took
sout 170 years to complete. The
stagonal cupola was finished by
1le famous sculptor and architect,
runcleschi. You can study many
djects d'art there. I would advise
ou to take your time, especially
t the left side of the duomo, where
ou should take a long look at the
:cond Pieta of Michelangelo.
econd tour — This is a visit to the
wse del Duomo, behind the Duo-
10. Around here you can still see
1e shacks and huts where people

work on sculpture, with chips lit-
tering the area, as they did in the
time of Michelangelo, It was here
that the famous David was sculpt-
ed.

The main things to be seen in the
museum are the statues of the pro-
phets Habakuk and Jeremias, by
Pisano. The bhas reliefs of singing
and dancing children, by Lucca de
la Robbia, are very interesting.
They are the most beautiful sculp-
tures of children T have ever seen.
On the same trip you can go along
the San Lorenzo street to the San
Lorenzo chapel, where you will find
the four famous statues of Michel-
angelo — Day, Night, Dawn and
Twilight — as well as the tomb of
Lourent the II, which reminds one
of Rodin’s, The Thinker.

Not far from the Duomo you enter
the via Ricasoli, where the famous
statue of David stands in the Muse
de la Accademia. This statue stood
in front of the Palazzo de la Signo-
ria. Today there is a copy there, as
well as another on the hill of San
Miniato. To protect the original sta-
tue it was transferred to the mu-
seum.

Third tour — This starts from the
Palazzo Vechio, where the famous
painting competition was held be-
tween Leonardo da Vinci and Mi-

chelangelo. These paintings no lon-
ger exist. Nearby is the Galleria
Degli Uffizi, which has the most
extensive collection of paintings af-
ter the Louvre in Paris. This gal-
lery alone needs days to roam
through it, and you always come
out with a heaocache. I recommend
only the most popular painting there,
the original “Birth of Venus”, by
Sandro Botticelli.

The Uffizi gallery is near the Arno
river. To get to another museum,
the Pitti gallery, you cross over the
oldest bridge in Firenze.

The bridge is the famous Ponte
Vechio, which has on either side
goldsmith  shops, with jewellery
work known all over the world.
After their retreat from Southern
Ttaly in the last world war the
Germans left the Ponte Vechio in-
tact, although they blew up all
other bridges. So famous is it, that
Nazi Germany respected it! The
bridge and the shops were severely
damaged some years ago, when the
Arno river overflowed and drench-
ed in water and mud nearly all of
Firenze.

The Pitti palace has a hig collec-
tion of modern Italian painters, as
well as the classics, such as Ru-
bens, Titian, Filippo Lippi, Murillo
and another famous painting “Si-
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TRAIL BLAZERS

Firenze: An Art-lover's holiday
El Al employces on their first leave
outside the country generally find
their way to the famous places of
the European capitals, such as Place
Pigalle and Soho. Later when they
get married and settle down, they
look for another type of holiday,
perhaps to the mountains of Swit-
zerland or Austria.

Those who have learned of the
many museums available, and every
respectable capital has one, find
their way to the Louvre, where
they can send off postcards of Leo-
nardo da Vinci’s Gioconda, or the
Venus de Milo. If our employee is
in LEngland his postcards may be
of the Rosetta Stone or the Egypt-
ian pharoahs, seen in the British
Museum.

In Amsterdam he will have a look
at the Nightwatch, or the Jewish
Bride, by (Rijksmu-
seum). If he makes more inquiries,

Rembrandt

he will find out that behind this
museum there is another, called the
Stedelijk Museum. There he will get
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to see many paintings of Vincent
van Gogh, who is a well-publicised
painter. You may have read “Lust
for Life”, by Irving Stone, or per-
haps seen the movie.

If our traveller has been bitten by
the microbe of art, and wishes to
see paintings or sculpture, we re-
commend a town which has no
one special museum, but which is
a museum in itself — Firenze.

If the El Al tourist can see Venice
and travel on the canals with the
vaporeto, or if he has a surplus of
dollars and a girl, two days, in my
humble opinion, are quite enough.
With Firenze it is another story.
If he will stay there a lifetime, he
will not know all corners, buildings
or places which have to be seen.
Ilirenze is the city where, among
others, Michelangelo lived and creat-
ed, and everywhere you will find
his mark.

For a beginning we will do our
best to indicate a few tours, to be
made on foot, and not by bus or
conducted tours. But before going
to Firenze, prepare yourself by
studying a few hooks on the sub-
ject. Some light, romantic books are,
Life of Michelangelo by Romain
Rolland, Irving Stone’s “Agony and
Ecstacy™; and, more scientific, Will

Durant’s, The Renaissance.

Say you have arrived at Fumicino
this morning. Take a bus to Rome’s
central station and check your bag-
gage. Now take a bus to San Pietro,
the biggest cathedral in Christian-
dom. Go in, and to your right, near
the entrance, you will find the
statue, Pieta, by Michelangelo. Don’t
continue inside the Duomo. Rome
and the Duomo must be left for a
special visit. So, back to the sta-
tion, take your luggage and the
train to Firenze.

After a few hours of travelling
you will arrive at the central sta-
tion in Firenze. Again, leave your
luggage, go outside the station, and
choose a hostel or pension accord-
ing to your taste and pocket (more
about this Iater). All Firenze is
full of them. Then come back, take
your luggage to the pension, have a
wash and rest, and in the afternoon
you begin your touring.

First tour — From the central sta-
tion walk down the Via Panzani,
enter Via Cerctani, and at the end
of it you will find the Piazza del
Duomo. This is a walk of about
five minutes. On the Piazza del
Duomo you will find three impor-
tant buildings:

1. The oldest monument in Firenze
is the Baptistry, a small Duomo
where Catholics are still baptised



HE PLANE WATCHER

Al entered a new era in com-
iications when it began to ope-
te a new system called the S.S.B.
ingle side band). The system con-
sts of a control room and a 400W.
rong transmitter at Lod, Messages
e broadcast on a high frequency
«d can reach our aircraft, wherever
ey may be. We thus have con-
wal contact with our aircraft.

the transmitter at Lod cannot
r some reason reach a faraway
int, a senior captain told the ElI
lon, the message can be relayed
r another aircraft.

The S.5.B. is especially helpful in
giving the plane in the air up-to-
date information about developments
in flight. The captain can announce
delays in advance, and so make
it possible to  have tighter
schedules. The system is also inva-
luable when there are technical dif-
ficulties on board the plane. In this
case the captain can contact home
base and ask for advise from main-
tenance. In case of emergencies, doc-
tors and ambulances for sick pas-
sengers can be ordered in advance.
The system proved its worth during

Meir Lang at the SSB control board ... Calling all planes

The “backroom boys”, working on

our route mnetwork, are (L. to r.)
Avraham Ornstein, Ester Ginansky
and Moshe Rappaport.

the attack on Il Al passengers in
Munich, when immediately after the
attack the home base was con-
tacted and constant touch maintain-
ed between the plane and Lod.

Soon the present transmitter will be
replaced by one with a power of
3KW., which will be seven times
stronger than the present one. Mes-
sages will be able to reach any
place in the world, and the head
office operator, sitting at a new
and bigger control panel, will have
a choice of seven wavebands instead

of the present three.

J. S,
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A Senior dispatcher

Henry Urwand is one of the senior
dispatchers at LKl Al “l cannot
imagine doing any other work,” he
says, Henry was born in Egypt, and
studied in Cairo.

After W.W.II he worked in the ope-
rations dispatch office of Ethiopian
Airlines, and stayed there for 13
years. “It is a beautiful country.”
— Henry compares conditions in [s-
rael to pre-war Cairo, its daily life,
food, marketing, etc.

He speaks French, English, and can
get nlong in Arabic, Italian, Ger-
man and Hebrew. “And when T get

¥

the opportunity,” he vows, “I'm
going to study Hebrew properly.”

M.S.P.
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A GOOD DISPATCHER

You can recognise a good dispatcher right away. He’s always

doing several things. If you ask him a question he will speak to
you with a faraway look in his eye. This is because he will answer
your question while speaking on the telephone, listening to what’s
happening in the office, and meanwhile thinking of something
else, preferably another problem. “It gets in your blood,” says a
senior dispatcher, “we live our job.” Confesses Chief Dispatcher
Shmuel Avner: “I fall asleep if there’s nothing to do. The more
problems on hand, the better.”

In the dispatchers’ room, Shmuel Avner speaks to (l. to r.) Aharon Ben-
Yaakov, Eli Attia, Shlomo Barnea and Carole Corkland.



te shift in the dispatch, says Mike,
nsisted of one man. He had to
dispatcher, teleprinter operator,
sponsible for crew assignments,
d a crack pistol shot. A part of
: office equipment, in a drawer,
s a Bible and a gun, the latter
there was a danger of infiltrators.
1le man’s connection with the out-
le world was one telephone,
lich went out of order as soon as
2 rain came (some things don’t
ange much). There was also a te-
rrinter  connected to both SITA
lay centre and the Department
Civil Aviation, “As was to be ex-
cted the lines usually got crossed.
» help matters, the electric light
the hut went out with the rain,
t we could get it fixed quite
ickly if we had proteksia.” It was
interesting era, and men relieved
e tension and improved their aim
shooting the snakes outside the
it:

.And Today
iy there are 26 men and a girl
operations. Chief Dispatcher is
imuel Avner, who is also assist-
t Manager Flight Operations De-
rtment. Shmuel first came to El
in 1952, took a course in dis-
tching, was in reservations, in

vffic, with Arkia for a while be-

fore returning in 1954 as Crew As-
signment Officer. In 1958 he began
a two year stint in London, dis-
patching flights across the Atlantic.
He returned to Israel, and was ap-
pointed acting Senior Dispatcher at
Lod, as well as Head of Navigation
Services, an allied section which
handles analysis of route develop-
ment, airport layouts, introduction of
new routes and changes to current
ones.

He gave an outline of how the ope-
rations room works: “Crews come
for their briefing — are given all
data with a bearing on the flight,
and help in evaluating it.
“Thereafter the aircraft is follow-
ed, first by monitoring the tower
frequencics, then through VHF re-
ceivers and the SSB. With a flick
of a switch on the SSB panel, the
operator can let any of our air-
craft know latest news re. weather,
airport conditions, etc., while from
the aircraft we get direct informa-
tion re. flight progress. The instru-
ment has proved to be a great sav-
ing to the company in improved
positive control, enabling accurate
planning.

“Our main problem,” says Shmuecl,
“is trying to absorb any irregula-
rities and return as soon as possible

to the original schedule, This is es-

Shmuel Avner...
4 things at once

pecially true in bad weather. In this
case we have to keep a close watch
on available airports around the
world which are trouble free. There
are many aspects to be weighed up
— safety, regularity, pax. conve-
nience, economy.

“We fly machines, and no machine
invented is trouble-free. But these
are facts of life, and we keep to
the company standard of a high de-
gree of safety. This is more im-

portant than anything eclse.”
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THE NERVE CENTRE

Are you nervous? Under pressure?
Maybe you mneed a change — it
could help you like it helped Kl
Al's nerve centre,

The nerve centre of I Al is, of
course, the operations room at Head
Office. Here dispatchers work a-
round the clock handling our ten
Boeing aircraft, wherever they may
be in the world, plus other aircraft
flying for El Al

The people who work in the ope-
rations room are always under ten-
sion. They are keeping a flight
watch on all our planes, gathering
and disseminating information that
has a direct bearing on the perform-
ance, safety and regularity of the
aircraft for each segment of each
flight. Until they moved into their
new, specially-designed room, they
had to perform these duties in n
small room designed to handle three
Britannias,

Speaking  of the old room, Mike
Acharkan, Assistant to Vice Pre-
sident Operations (Operations), and
a former dispatcher, says “There
were Lord only knows how many
telephones, receivers and transmit-

ters, teleprinters, nand intercom.
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equipment stuffed in that room, plus
which traffic was passing through
all the time, crews were being brief-
ed, operations men had to run to
the SITA (telecommunications cen-
tre) and so on.

Although Mike is not a dispatcher
any more he often goes down to the
new centre to note, with some satis-
faction, work going on in the ex-
panded and planned quarters. He
worked on the design-project for
112 years. He says that the room
is already too small for the rapidly
expanding operations technology.
Pride of place in operations goes
to the SSB unit (described in this
issue), an organ-like consul, stud-
ded with dials and switches. It

cnables  immediate contact  with

our aircraft anywhere in  the
world. Mike is also supervising the
installation of the instrument pa-
nels to be built in the large desk
at which the dispatchers sit. They
will then be able to do a complex
variety of work in the quickest pos-
sible time, in “armchair comfort”.
There is also a “conference line”,
which allows the dispatcher to tele-
phone, say, four people in Johan-

Mike Acharkan...
Dispatclier from way back

nesburg, New York, Israel and Co-
penhagen, and hold a discussion —
all of them being able to speak freely
to each other.

Old Days

When Mike Acharkan sees these
modern instruments in use, he thinks
back to those days when he first
became a dispatcher in El Al, ope-
rating from a lonely hut at the air-
port.



NEW AMBULANCE

X0y g =

We have a new ambulance, but we still need ambulance drivers at Head

Office. There are about 27 volunteers available at present, but unfortunately

there are not enough people available for shift and night work, We hear

there arc no volunteer ambulance drivers from the line. They have a chance
to rectify this position in May, when courses for ambulance driving and first

aid will begin at the Training Department. Another 15 people are needed.

NEWS
FROM OTHER
AIRLINES

“MOON STRUCK”

It seems that some airlines are tak-
ing this flying to the moon se-
riously — example TWA has ap
plied to the American Civil Aero-
nautics Board for permission to
fly the route.

Among the many airlines that are
already taking bookings to the
moon, Air Canada recently reported
that it has made 2500 reservations.
(Most of which were made by men
for their mothers-in-law).

*

INSURANCE
A new aviation insurance company
— Air Transport Insurance S.A, —
has been formed by I.A.T.A. mem-
ber airlines and the United States
Air Transport Association. Its aim
is to reduce costs and it is the first
time that airlines have underwritten
a large part of their own insurance.
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It also requires the construction of
water reservoirs, and a large-size
piping system, to supply the tre-
mendous quantities of water (and
foam) needed for the protection of
the aircraft and to put out a fire

in a very short length of time.

Construction timetable

In the next few weeks we will see
the start of work on the piling and
concrete-making of the foundations.
The construction of columns will
continue  afterwards during the
spring and summer, and the paint-
ing and erection of the steel skele-
ton of both walls and roof will be
done simultaneously. The “cladding”
of the side walls and roof will pro-
ceed during the winter months and
spring of next year.

As the roofing advances, the instal-
lations of various supplies will start,
i.e. overhead piping and lighting, un-
derground energy supplies, etc. The
installation of all crane and docking
facilities, s well as concrete floor,
will take place during the summer
of 1971.

The target is to have the hangar
rcady for a trial run when the air-
craft arrives at Lod airport in July
1971, and fully equipped and in ser-

vice in the autumn of 1971,
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derground facilities:

ile all the overhead and ground
ilities previously mentioned are
tures encountered, and are partly
ywn, in our present hangars, the
ent of underground facilities
ich will be available in the 747
1igar are quite new. The under-
mund tunnel, trenches and sleeves
1 provide electric current, com-
'ssed air, hot and cold water, ctc.,

the different locations in the
or. There will also be a possibi-
© of fuelling and defuelling the
craft inside the hangar, through
1ling points.

e protection

other interesting feature of the
1igar 1s its full adherence to the
v and stricter rules for fire pro-
tion in hangars. These rules, is-
'd by the American National TFire
stection Association, were espe-
lly modified and adjusted to suit
particular characteristics of the
nbo jet aircraft.

esc rules, which are usually en-
ced by insurance companies, call
an extensive sprinkler system
the roof of the hangar, activated
a sensitive heat detector auto-

tic system.

Comparison Table

The most impressive aspect of the Boeing 747 is its sheer size. For the

sake of comparison, the table below gives the

El' Al's current largest aircraft being used, and

basic characteristics of
the 747B model.

707—320B/C
420

747 B

; 145 ft. 9 ins.
Wing span v s

195 ft. 8 ins.

(44.42 m.) (59.64 m.)
, 1 . i 2 1 o o
Length 5% ft. 11 ins, %9 ft. 2 ins.

(46.61 m.) (69.80 m.)
| 42 ft. 11 ins. L.
Tail Beight ft ins 60 ft. 1 in

(12.83 m.) (1831 m.)
) , 124t 4 ins. 21 ft. 4 ins. =
Fuselage width

(3.76 m.) (6.50 m.)

P&W JT 3D-3B,

Type of 4 engines
L ° or Conway 508

P&W JT 9D-3W
and later — /W

Thrust rating 17,000—19,000 1bs.

316,000—336,000 Ibs.

Max. gross weight

43,500—45,000 1bs.

778,000 1bs.

Cruise speed 0.81 mach

0.86 mach.

Range at max. weight 5,500 n.m.

Average Passenger loé(l 174—19:1

5,000 n.m.

366—430

Fuel capacity 90,29&) Lt.

177,024 Lt.
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Construction

The bulldozers, scrapers and rollers
which employees at Head Office
witnessed working for the last few
months at the southern end of run-
way 02-20, were the first steps of
the construction work which will
daily be with us here in Lod, for
several years to come. Their task
was to prepare the sub-base of soil
by laying 40 centimeters (16 inch)
of “kurkar”, a limestone preparation
on which all concrete and asphalt
paving will be placed. The floor of
the hangar and all foundation work,
as well as the columns, will be cast
of concrete. The walls and roof will
be made of structural stéel, (appro-
ximate weight 750 tons) and will be
clad with thin metal sheets, insulated

and painted on both sides. The roof-

ing  will incorporate translucent
sheeting, which will form the logo
of EI Al in Hebrew and English,
and will let natural light penetrate

the hangar from above.

Maintenance and service facilities

Overhead facilities: These following
facilities in the hangar affect its
structural design. The main hall of
the hangar will have cranes sus-
pended from the roof which will co-
ver the entire area over the wings.
These cranes will be capable of 1ift-
ing each of the engines of the air-
craft (each engine — 5 tons). The
fuselage will be maintained and ser-
viced from a half-circle “bridge”
suspended from tracks over the air-
craft by two telescopic fingers.

These fingers can be disconnected

H.0. technical complex will probably include two jumbo-size hangars by 1980.

The hangars, seen in this model, have El Al emblazoned on their roofs.

from the bridge and employed se-
parately, for painting and other pur-
poses, on either side of the fuselage.
The annex will contain the tail
dock platforms for handling the fin
and will also have a monorail for
lifting the different parts of the
fin and stabilizer.

Ground floor facilities:

These will include access docks and
platforms all along and at the sides
of the aircraft itself, as well as
miscellaneous mobile docks position-
ed under the wings. The most do-
minant ground unit is the two-meter
high tow truck. Each of its wheels
weighs about 20 tons for a total
weight of 80 tons, capable of pulling
an aircraft weighing a million

pounds.



lome For the Jumbo

Yesh. Etkin

e push toward the manifold expansion of all facilities to make the jet

me of the 70's is nalso well underway at Lod Airport. The cause for this

-round expansion we are witnessing in all the major airports of the world

mainly the Boeing 747 aircraft, the heaviest and largest passenger plane

: built. Nobody really knows what are all the changes that will be intro-

ced by it, but there is no doubt that for Lod Airport in general, and

Al in particular, it will mean a basic change in handling schedule needs,

d requirements, ticketing needs, passenger flow, etc. All these changes will

sur when passenger service is begun.

:anwhile preparations are being
de in constructing and ordering
ssenger  and  ground  equipment,
iight  equipment, aircraft parts,
1 so on, and of course the phase
tich always starts first, that is the
wstruction of the new hangars
ich will incorporate all facilities
cessary for providing maintenance

d service of the aircraft.

catton of hangar

tc hangar is only one of several

-uctures  which  will  serve the
et of aircraft owned by El Al in
> seventies. These structures will

slude a new main technical store,

engine build-up, auxiliary aircraft

overhaul shop, metal Workshop,

ground equipment workshop, and
others. They all will be located
south of the new concrete parking
pavement which will replace the
existing runway 02-20, as well as
today’s temporary sheds located west
of the workshops. At the southern
tip of this obsolete runway both the
new hangar and the main technical
store will be located. The main han-
gar doors will open up towards the
north and will practically be centred
at the continuation of the runway.
This will

casy and direct access of all air-

therefore facilitate nn

craft to and from the hangar. More-

over, the proximity of the technical
store to the hangar and the newly-
paved areas will enable quick nand
while

maintaining the aircraft either in-

efficient service of parts,
side the hangar or at its parked po-

sition on the pavement.

The hangar

The dimensions of the hangar nre
very close to the dimensions of a
soccer field. It covers an area of
about 7.5 dunams, which is almost
two acres.

The main door is 23 meters high
(about 75 feet) and 80 meters wide
(262 feet). The hangar itself is di-
vided into a main hall, 78 meters
clear entrance span and 68 meters
deep, and an annex of 37 meters
span  and 25 meters depth. The
columns in the main hall will be 26
meters high (about nine storeys),
and 29 meters high (about 10 sto-
reys). These dimensions of the han-
gar will enable a stretched version
of the 747 jet, with a growth of
159 in width, 209 in length and
159 in height. Tt can also accom-
modate two 707 aircraft if the
need arises. It will also enable, in
the late seventies, after slights mo-
difications, the accommodation of

the supersonic aircraft.
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EDITORIAL

This holiday issue of the IEI Alon
provides us with a suitable opportu-
nity to express our gratitude to many
new contributers who have been sup-
plying the editorial board with fresh
and useful material from the vantage
point of stations and offices stretch-
ing around most of the world. Since
the inception of the El Alon, five
vears ago, the number of contribu-
tors has been growing steadily, and
while we are the first to admit that
much should and could be done to
improve the quality and interest of
the magazine, we can at least derive
some satisfaction from the fact that
the Kl Alon has become an integral
part of company life.
In keeping with our expanded cover-
age, we invite our readers to note
the enlarged editorial board appear-
ing below.
It was a considerable blow to us
when our good friend and loyal con-
tributor, Zvi Mant, passed away re-
cently. His loss  will be keenly felt
by all of us.

A. Sherman

EDITORIAL BOARD
LEditor: A, Sherman
Asst. Editors: M. Eilat
M. Borter
L Rrug

B. Saville
(. Bachar
Y. Eisner
R. Barav

Art IEditor:

Board:

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Fiscal 1970/71 will be a vear of major endeavors on a number of levels.

This year we will be laying the foundations for integration of the Boeing 747
i 1971 — the single largest challenge which we have faced so far. 1We will
be investing heavy efforts in the design integration of the new aircraft, mo-
bilization of funds, planning for additional manposcer and training, constric-
tion of mew facilities, and tailoring the structure of the company to the

wider tasks involved.

This year begins with the implementation of the plans inasmuch as the fun-
damental decisions have already been taken. Hundreds of employees will
receive specialized training om the servicing and operation of the mnew
plane — captains, pilots, flight engineers will receive flight training on this
most sophisticated aircraft design; technicions and mechanics, communica-
tions methods; sales personnel, cabin personncl and station personnel wwill
be trained on the appropriate methods for providing efficient and top-rate
service for the largest quantities of passengers and cargo which the new
planc will carry. A new hangar designed for the specialized maintenance

needs of the 747 will be completed.

All these activities and programs cre in addition to the significant under-
takings of operating an airline fleet alveady consisting of 10 jetliners,
These activities will demand special efforts on owr part inasmuch as every
activity, every building program, every facility, requires massive future
expenditures, the fruits of which will be discernible only in another two
or three years.

The financial operation of the company thus will be extremely strained in

an effort to preserve some form of fiscal balance.

[ cin certain that each and cteory one of us will do his wtmost to permit the

company to face up to the challenges of the 747.

And now on another note, with the ariival of the Passover and Easter
lolidays, I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of you and your

families a happy holiday.
M. BEN-ARI






